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I. Introduction
The official agenda of the current World Trade Organization negotiations concentrates on developing countries, giving this ninth negotiating round the moniker the "Doha Development Round." In the work program laid out by the 20 November 2001 ministerial declaration kicking off the round, the negotiating countries committed themselves "to the objective of duty-free, quota-free market access for products originating from LDCs [Least Developed Countries]" (paragraph 42, page 9).
1 Based on the intention of removing barriers to LDC trade, this paper investigates the trade barriers that currently face the poor countries of the world. A companion paper (Haveman and Shatz, 2004) examines episodes of trade liberalization for goods of poor countries and speculates on how liberalization might change the trade patterns of both developing and developed (importing) countries. This paper serves as a tour of the world of trade barriers and preferences, investigating the barriers put in place and preferences granted by the Triad members United States, European Union, and Japan against products from developing and least developed countries. Though the country focus is on the 49 least developed countries, listed in Appendix A, the paper analyzes the wider set of all developing countries as well. The trade policy focus is on tariffs, and the discussion excludes non-tariff barriers, which may present similar or different conclusions as tariff barriers.
The paper is organized in seven sections, including the introduction. The next section discusses the nature and institutional background of current preferential policies on the part of the Triad as they pertain to developing and least developed countries. The third section analyzes the preferences in policy, showing the tariff preferences offered by the Triad members without taking account of how developing countries take advantage of these preferences. The fourth section examines the preferential policies in practice. In particular, by taking account of actual trade flows, we provide insight into the generosity of the programs of each Triad member. The fifth section continues the theme of the fourth, but focuses the exercise by touching on the benefits as they are distributed to different regions of the world. The penultimate section turns the tables and explores tariff barriers imposed by the least developed nations, and a final section concludes.
